JT3 Artist Awards Program Application 2010

THE JESSE THOMPKINS III FOUNDATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE ARTS
JT3 ARTIST AWARDS GUIDELINES & APPLICATION FORM

Mission:
The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation for Young People in the Arts (JT3 Art) invests in the development of emerging artists who best embody our namesake’s tenacity in the pursuit of their artistic passion. 

History:
Jesse and Judith Thompkins launched The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation for Young People in the Arts in memory of their son, a young filmmaker, who died on August 3, 2008 in a traffic-related accident in Brooklyn, New York.  His passion to write and direct was evident in the many short films he created during his lifetime.

“Everything I write is informed by my own experiences and the experiences of the people around [me]. I take strands from here and there to make my rope. Then I tie my own knot. Problem is sometimes the knot doesn’t hold. I try to untie it and re-tie again and again until it holds.” – Jesse Thompkins III

Jesse was devoted to learning the entire filmmaking process, soaking in as much information as he could on each professional film and TV show he worked.  He valued the collaborative nature of filmmaking, and believed that each person who worked on a movie was a filmmaker.  He was grateful for the help his large circle of friends provided on his own projects, and always repaid the favor by working on their projects in turn.  

Jesse’s innovative and collaborative spirit, his talent, and his persistence in the face of obstacles are just some of the qualities JT3 Art seeks to support in other young artists.  You can read more about Jesse’s life and work on www.jt3art.org.

Goals:
Art has the ability to revitalize and enrich world culture; yet emerging artists are often compelled to choose between advancing their artistic endeavors and supporting their basic needs.  Too many talented individuals have to give up on their dream before they have a chance to take flight.  We want to help change that.  Our goal is to assist these individuals so they can devote more attention to developing their artistic gifts.  We provide the following:

· Financial assistance
· A forum to showcase their work online and during a Foundation event

Summary:
This year, The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation for Young People in the Arts (JT3 Art) will make unrestricted JT3 Artist Awards to those who best embody the creative energy and drive our namesake brought to life with each short film and script he completed.  At least one $2,000 JT3 Artist Award will be awarded, in addition to other awards of lesser amounts.  Applicants must be residents of Brooklyn, New York or Washington, DC.  Eligible artists are aspiring screenwriter/directors who demonstrate talent, passion, work ethic, and a deep-seated need to make art, but have room to grow and need this grant to help make that growth possible.  Grant funds are unrestricted to allow those chosen the maximum freedom to use the funds as needed.  A review panel of film/television professionals and other professionals who support our mission will be convened to evaluate all applications, and will recommend artists that reflect great potential and talent to the Foundation’s Board of Directors.  The awards will be presented at this year’s “JT3 Art Celebrates Young Filmmakers” event in honor of Jesse’s birthday in October.  Awardees’ work will be showcased at that time, and will also be displayed on the JT3 Art website. 

Eligibility

1. Applicants should be emerging artists who are aspiring to be dual screenwriter/directors.  An emerging artist is an artist who is actively engaged in mastering the basic techniques of screenwriting and directing, and is attempting to launch a professional career as a screenwriter/director.  
2. Applicants must be United States citizens between the ages of 18 and 32, and must reside in Brooklyn, NY or Washington, DC.
· Applicants must be residents of Brooklyn, NY or Washington, DC for a minimum of one year from the time of the application due date.
· Applicants will be required to provide proof of residency (for example:  a copy of the front page from a tax form, a utility bill, a rent receipt, etc.)

Application Materials by May 7, 2010

Applicants who are eligible to apply must submit their completed application, application attachments, personal essay, resume, list of additional works, screenplay and film under 1 Gigabyte (1G) online through www.jt3artapp.org no later than May 7, 2010.  The proof of residency, signed release and films larger than 1G must be postmarked no later than May 7, 2010.  

The following are required for the application:
1. A completed application form.
2. A personal essay (800 words or less, and no more than two pages, single spaced, 12pt font)
· This essay should speak to the following points.  Please be specific.  What have you done to pursue being a screenwriter/director?  What obstacles have you faced and/or sacrifices have you made in your pursuit, and what made you keep going in spite of them?  How has the collaborative nature of filmmaking helped you?  What training, be it in the classroom or in the field, have you received and how has it helped your knowledge of your craft?  Explain your goal and how you plan to continue working towards it.  How will this award help you?  And finally describe a moment when you said to yourself “This is it.  This is why I chose to work towards being a screenwriter/director.” 
3. A full resume detailing the following:
· Employment history and internships -- both inside and outside of the industry 
· Educational background
4. One short film and one screenplay (short or feature length).  Submitted film and screenplay should have been completed no more than three (3) years prior to the application due date.
· Completed films must be independent productions written and directed by the applicant.  Independent production means a production under the artistic, budgetary, and editorial control of the individual owning the copyright.  We will not accept commercials, industrials, PSA’s, promotional pieces, works for hire, adaptations of works authored by others, or pornography.  
· Completed script must not be the same one used for your submitted film.  Scripts must be solely owned by the writer and cannot have been sold, produced, or under option. 
· Our expectation is that you are working from your own vision, your own creativity, and not for someone else. 
5. A list of any additional completed artistic works or works in progress you would like to have considered as part of your body of work at this time.  Works are not limited to films or screenplays. This is submitted as an attachment to the application described in item 1 above.  
6. Proof of residency (see “Eligibility” for more details on this point)
7. A signed release form.  

The application and all support materials, except the signed release, proof of residency, and films over 1G, must be submitted electronically through the JT3 Art website, at www.jt3artapp.org

The release form, proof of residency, and film 1G or larger must be submitted by mail to The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation, PO Box 1037, Tenafly, NJ 07670.   Materials submitted online must be submitted on May 7, 2010.  Materials mailed must be postmarked May 7, 2010.  

At the end of the application period, a review panel will evaluate each application and all support materials in detail.  The panelists will then offer their recommendations to the Board of Directors who will approve the awardees. 

Criteria for analysis:
· Overall excellence of applicant’s submitted film, screenplay, and personal essay
· Applicant’s intentions for his/her future work
· Applicant’s commitment to their craft 
· Applicant’s appreciation for the collaborative aspects of filmmaking
· Applicant’s film will be reviewed for its concept, directing, acting, cinematography, editing, and overall ability to tell a story effectively 
· Applicant’s screenplay will be reviewed for its originality, story, characterizations, dialogue, format and style, and structure 

Notification of awards will be no later than September 6, 2010.  All applicants will be notified of the results.    

Grants will be presented at the Awards celebration and screening in October of 2010.


Film and Screenplay Requirements

Applicants must submit one screenplay and one short film.  See Application Materials for more details on criteria for acceptable films and scripts.

Films
· Film must be written and directed by applicant 
· Film must be no less than 20 seconds but no more than 30 minutes in length 
· Accepted film formats are:  
· FLV - Flash Video
· AVI - Audio Video Interleave
· Mov – QuickTime
· MPEG 1/2/4 (.mpg, .mpeg)
· Film files under 1 Gigabyte (1G) should be submitted online
· Film files 1G or larger must be sent by mail to The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation, PO Box 1037, Tenafly, NJ 07670.  
· CD’s are acceptable for film files 1G or larger
· CD’s for films that exceed 1G must be clearly labeled with:  title of work; name and phone number of applicant
· DVD’s will not be accepted
· If your film is viewable online, please provide the URL in addition to the CD (1G or larger) or uploaded film file (over 1G)

Screenplays
· Script must not be the same one used for the submitted film
· Short scripts of 5-20 pages
· Feature length scripts up to 120 pages
· Scripts must be in the standard, industry-accepted format
· Scripts must be submitted in PDF format
· Scripts must be registered with the WGA East or the US Copyright Office.  Please provide the registration number.

Application File Naming Conventions

All files submitted, including film files, must be named using the following format.   

· Your last name
· Your first Initial
· An apostrophe character –  '
· The document type

Examples:  JordanE'Application.pdf, JordanE'Attachment1Overview.pdf, JordanE'Attachment2Worklist.pdf, JordanE'Essay.pdf, JordanE'Resume.pdf, JordanE'Screenplay.pdf, JordanE'Movie.mov.   

The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation for Young People in the Arts
APPLICATION FORM


PART 1 – APPLICATION COVER INFORMATION SHEET

FIRST NAME:  Click here to enter text.

LAST NAME:  Click here to enter text.

ADDRESS LINE 1:  Click here to enter text.

ADDRESS LINE 2:  Click here to enter text.

CITY:  Choose an item.

STATE:  Choose an item.

ZIP CODE:  Click here to enter text.

EMAIL ADDRESS:  Click here to enter text.

TELEPHONE CONTACT:  Click here to enter text.

ALTERNATE PHONE CONTACT:  Click here to enter text.

WHEN DID YOU BECOME A RESIDENT OF BROOKLYN, NY OR WASHINGTON, DC?  PLEASE PROVIDE THE MONTH AND YEAR:  

MM/YYYY

DATE OF BIRTH:  

MM/DD/YYYY

ARE YOU A US CITIZEN?  

Enter Yes or No				





PART 2 – SHORT FILM INFORMATION SHEET

In the following sheet please explain the details of the film you have submitted.

Title:  Click here to enter text.

What medium was the movie originally filmed on (for example HD, 16mm, 35mm, etc.)

Click here to enter text.

Duration of movie:  	Click here to enter text.

When was the movie completed? 	Click here to enter text.

If the movie is available online, please provide the URL:  

Click here to enter text.

Logline:  

Click here to enter text.

Attachment 1 -- On a separate page, please provide an overview of the work including inspiration, plot summary, and any lessons you learned during any stage of pre-production, production, or post.  Please use 500 words or less.  

The first line of the first page of the document should be titled:  “Attachment 1 -- Short Film Overview.”  Include your name on the first page after the title.  

The file should be named using the standard file name conventions, for example,   JordanE'Attachment1Overview.pdf.  



PART 3 – SCREENPLAY INFORMATION SHEET

In the following sheet please explain the details of the script you submitted.

Title:  

Click here to enter text.

WGA East or US Copyright Registration Number:  

Enter WGA East or US Copyright	Enter Registration Number				
Logline:	

Click here to enter text.

Synopsis:

Click here to enter text.




PART 4 – LIST OF COMPLETED WORKS/WORKS IN PROGRESS


Attachment 2 -- On a separate page, please list any additional completed works or works in progress you would like to have considered as part of your body of work.  If any of your works are viewable online, please include the URL.  If any of your works are not completed, please include the estimated completion date.  

The first line of the first page of the document should be titled:  “Attachment 2 – List of Additional Works.”   Include your name under the title.  

The file should be named using the standard file name conventions, for example,   JordanE'Attachment2Worklist.pdf.  




BEFORE SUBMITTING, PLEASE DOUBLE CHECK YOUR MATERIALS AGAINST THIS LIST


	Submission
	Where to Submit Documents/Files
	Format/Notes
	Sample File Name

	APPLICATION FORM 
	www.jt3artapp.org
	
	JordanE'Application.pdf

	Application Part 1 -- Cover Information Sheet
	
	
	Part of Application file. 

	Application Part 2 -- Short Film Information Sheet
	
	
	Part of Application file.  

	Application Part 2, Attachment 1 -- Short Film Overview
	www.jt3artapp.org

	
	JordanE'Attachment1Overview.pdf

	Application Part 3 – Screenplay Information Sheet
	
	
	Part of Application File

	Application Part 4, Attachment 2 – List of Additional Works
	www.jt3artapp.org

	
	JordanE'Attachment2Worklist.pdf

	SCREENPLAY
	www.jt3artapp.org

	PDF File; Registered/copyrighted
	JordanE'Screenplay.pdf

	SHORT FILM 
	www.jt3artapp.org
(under 1G)
               OR
The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation, PO Box 1037, Tenafly, NJ 07670
(1G and over; CD only)

	* FLV - Flash Video
* AVI - Audio Video Interleave
* Mov – QuickTime
* MPEG 1/2/4 (.mpg, .mpeg)
	JordanE'Movie.mov or JordanEMovie.flv, etc.

	ESSAY
	www.jt3artapp.org

	
	JordanE'Essay.pdf,

	RESUME
	www.jt3artapp.org

	
	JordanE'Resume.pdf,

	PROOF OF RESIDENCY
	The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation, PO Box 1037, Tenafly, NJ 07670
	Utility bill, rent receipt, tax form
	No file.  Hard copy mailed

	RELEASE FORM
	The Jesse Thompkins III Foundation, PO Box 1037, Tenafly, NJ 07670
	Signed
	No file.  Hard copy mailed.



For questions about the application please email us at JT3AwardInfo@jt3art.org. 
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